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NEW BOOKS 
(From page 29) 


notices of the event at the time. Here is the 
whole story. 

The church was the Tattnall Square Bap- 
tist Church in Macon, Georgia, a church 
adjacent to one of the great Baptist church's 
colleges of the Southern Convention—Mer- 
cer College. The minister had been on the 
college staff prior to becoming minister of 
the church and returned to the college staff 
after his dismissal. The whole event had 
what will doubtlessly prove to be a perm- 
anently detrimental effect on church-college 
relations. 

It all began when a young man, con- 
verted in Africa by missionaries educated 
at Mercer College, was persuaded by them 
to come to Mercer for his education. He 
presented himself as a worshipper at Tatt- 
nall Square Church and was turned away 
at the doors by ushers of the church. This 
was the first and the most glaring incident 
which eventually led to the dismissal of the 
ministers. 

Two very interesting sidelights come 
through this book. The first and more ob- 
vious is the contradiction between a church's 
missionary efforts and its actual policies on 
race. second is the revelation of a 
church in which a very few had traditionally 
been the “Power Structure” of the church 
and deeply resented a minister who triec to 
bring back congregational participation in 
decision-making. Although this might seem 
exaggerated I am persuaded it is not. The 
racial issue was one this little enclave could 
use the most easily in reclaiming power. 

Among the many books now being pub- 
lished on “the race question” here is one 
ons yee t argue or exhort but ee tells 

“1st Ge story to underline a 
tan ty ts. unjust and unbeliev- 
ably unChristian in this land. 

Carl M. Davidson 
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